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Blitzkreig in Retrospect
Lieutenant Colonel Samuel J. Newland, U.S. Army, Retired, Ph.D.

Film footage of German victories  Adolf Hitler was perhaps the bestways epitomized German successes
during the opening phases of Worldsource to question the German acin the early ground war campaighs?
War Il in Europe brings to mind a ceptance of the term. Although Hitler When the word blitzkrieg began
term synonymous with German suc<learly understood the power ofemerging in the Western press, the
cesses—hlitzkrieg. This word might catchy words or phrases, he said, “Germans were not truly waging a
be one of the most used and abusedthve never used the word blitzkriegnechanized watr. In the Polish Cam-
terms from the war, and after 60because it is a totally nonsensicapaign of 1939, or in France and the
years, it is still often misunderstoodword.” On another occasion helLow Countries in 1940, the German
even by professional military officers. showed his disdain for the term:Army was simply not the mechanized

Since 1945, the U.S. Army has"Blitzkrieg, the word is a pure Italian force that some assume.
studied German methods of war dili-fabrication, Italian phraseology, a For the initial attack on Poland, the
gently and has even developed doctranslation out of the Italian lan- Germans concentrated a total of 54
trine based on these studies. Stillguage.” divisions, of which 7 were Panzer, 4
too often, blitzkrieg is depicted as a Blitzkrieg gained widespread ac-were motorized, and 4 were desig-
new way of war, a doctrine, or a vir-ceptance through usage by Britismated as mechanized light divisicfs.
tual revolution in military affairs. and U.S. journalists. The GermansThese were the only divisions that

“Blitzkrieg” combines two German used the term “bewegungskrieg,” ahad organic motorized transport. The
words, one means “lightning,” the war of movement, to describe therest of the force was infantry that had
other means “war,” and shouldtype of warfare they were waging.a considerable amount of horse trans-
probably be regarded as a catchHowever, the term was not as catchyort, including horse-drawn artillery.
word. Commander in Chief of theand did not have the propaganda typical German infantry division of
German Army Hans von Seeckt waffect of the word blitzkrieg, but once the period used 5,375 horses and
likely correct when he stated, “Catch-the term began to appear in the Wesnly 942 motor vehicles of all types.
words . . . are necessary for thosern press, the Germans quickly capitn such divisions, German infantry
who are unable to think for them-talized on it and fed the West withmarched. Few, if any, rode trucks. In
selves.? propaganda about its advancel939, tanks were in short supply, and

The term blitzkrieg, became popu-against Poland and France. infantry personnel carriers were vir-
lar during the 1939 Polish Campaign What exactly was blitzkrieg? The tually unknown. In fact, the German
and subsequent invasions of Franceerm was more common in the Allied Army did not have the resources to
Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Neth-press than in German periodicalsfield or fuel the mechanized force of
erlands. lts first use in the WesternMany military writers have attempted popular imagination.
press appears to have been in a 26 describe what it means. In his ar- German armored units in the field
September 193%imearticle during ticle “Blitzkreig,” Daniel Hughes best had yet to receive modern, depend-
the waning phases of the Polish Camsummarizes what blitzkrieg was andable tanks in any significant number.
paign. The correspondent wrotewas not: “On the battlefield and in Of the 3,000 armored vehicles of all
“This is no war of occupation, but a campaigns|,] blitzkrieg was a resulttypes available to the German Army
war of quick penetration and oblitera-or perhaps an ex post facto descripin 1939, more than two-thirds were
tion—blitzkrieg— lightning waf.At  tion of the result. It was never a tac-either Mark | or Mark Il variants, with
the same time, Commander in Chietical or operational syster.” the Mark | (Light) being most com-
of the German Army Field Marshall Hughes' definition is the best over-mon in the inventori: Designed as
Walther von Brauchitsch was termedall description of blitzkrieg. So, what a training vehicle, the Mark I's arma-
a “blitzkrieger.” So began what one were commentators attempting to dement consisted of only two 8-millime-
German author refers to as “die blitz-scribe when they wrote about blitz-ter (mm) light machineguns mounted
krieg legende® Military historian krieg? Was it a new doctrine emphain the turret. Mark lis were also still
Sam J. Lewis notes ifhe Forgotten sizing mechanized warfare—motor-in the inventory in large numbers and
Legions: German Infantry Policy, ized spearheads thrusting deep inttheir main gun armament consisted of
1918-1941 that the origins of the the rear of Polish or French posi-only a 20-mm cannon. To wage any
term might be found in Fritz tions? Was it warfare a la Heinzlevel of mechanized warfare, the Ger-
Sterberg’s bookGermany and a Guderian, the enthusiastic apostle ofnans had to impress Model 35 and
Lightning Wae mechanized warfare who in many38 tanks from captured Czech inven-
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tories to fill out requirements. Prussian Wa¥ neuver and envelopment was valid in
Compared to the Polish Army, the For Von Moltke, frontal attacks an era of modern weapons that
German Army had substantial ar-against a disciplined enemy forceseemed to give the defense a signifi-
mored or mechanized assets, but awere to be avoided at all costs. Suclkeant advantage.
objective review of the campaign in-attacks were to be used only to fix The failure of Von Schlieffen’s
dicates that hard-hitting, well-trainedan enemy force while engaging in armasterstroke, which had been the
infantry, well-supported by atrtillery, envelopment against the flan¥s. capstone of German prewar planning,
armor, and tactical air assets, was thgon Moltke’s war philosophy was caused a virtual calcification of Ger-
secret of their success. Armor enfurther developed and disseminatednan thought and reaction for several
hanced combat power, but mechato the Imperial German officer corpsmonths. When the German Army re-
nized forces enhanced rather thathrough the influence of Field covered in spirit from the failure to
dominated the 1939 German way oMarshal Alfred von Schlieffen. Von achieve a rapid victory, they were
war. This, then, was the German ArmySchlieffen, like Von Moltke, promoted confronted with a coherent line of
that fought and won a major victorythe concept of envelopment by re-defense from the Swiss border to the
over Poland. jecting frontal assaults and promot-North Sea with no flanks to turn.
Did the term blitzkriegdepict a ing Von Moltke’s basic philoso- Disastrous frontal assaults against
new doctrinal concept that enabledohy—rapid, decisive maneuver toprepared positions resulted. From
German units to have such spectacldring about a rapid decision on thethat point until the spring of 1918,
lar success in Poland, the Low Counbattlefield*” murderous frontal assaults on the
tries, and France? In reality, a blitz- Von Schilieffen contributed to Ger- Western Front were the order of the
krieg doctrine did not exist. Even man military thought by refining and day. The German army could neither
though postwar writers have at-expanding Von Moltke’s concepts. gain positional nor strategic advan-
tempted to condense the elements dfie was intrigued by the concept oftage. Not until 1918 was an attempt
what they term blitzkrieg into some vernichtungsgedanke (annihilation)made through the kaiser schlatdnt
basic principles or rudimentary doc-where the commander would,revive mobile warfare, and by then,
trine and even relate them to the U.Sthrough enveloping movements toit was simply too late for Germany.
doctrines that emerged in the latehe flanks and rear, destroy an enemy During the early 1920s, German
1970s, their hypothesis rests on tharmy’s capability to function as ananalysts, at the direction of Hans
study of battles and campaignseffective fighting force. Through von Seeckt, analyzed the lessons of
rather than period German military lit- such envelopments, a commandeWorld War |. Their studies produced
erature’® Blitzkrieg actually owed could create kessels (caldrons) anthe Reichsheer’s first significant
more to concepts of the past than isystematically destroy an encircleddoctrinal product,Fuhrung und
did to new or emerging doctrine.enemy force. Gefecht der Verbundenen Waffan,
German operations were in many re- Von Schlieffen’s influence on the tactical manual® The manual, re-
spects a return to or, perhaps, a reatserman conduct of war was evidenteased in two parts, first in 1921 and,
firmation of the traditional German in August 1914 with the implementa- subsequently, in 1923, rejected posi-
military approach—bewegungskriegtion of the often maligned Schlieffen tional warfare in World War | as an
(wars of movements), a conceptPlan, with which the Imperial Army aberration. Instead, it emphasized
deeply rooted in military operations attempted to conduct its single-wingthe traditional philosophy espoused
during the late 19th century. envelopment through Belgium andby Von Moltke—the importance of
Prussian Field Marshals HelmuthLuxembourg® The plan ultimately mobile operations in warfare. The
Graf von Moltke and William Helmuth failed and spared the Allies from an-manual, returning to key concepts
von Moltke (the Elder) dominated nihilation. The sweep to the rightfrom late-19th-century German mili-
German military thought during the wing was too vast, and human andary thought, promoted the superior-
last half of the 19th century. Under-materiel resources were too small foity of the offensive and underscored
standing the thoughts of Von Moltkethe task. In addition, military plan- the advantages of envelopments,
(the Elder) is important to understandners weakened the right wing by flirt- particularly when combined with fron-
ing blitzkrieg. He and later strategistsing with a double-wing envelopment.tal assaults.
were intent on waging a type of warThey compounded their error by suf- Of even greater significance,
based on rapid, decisive maneuwer.fering a loss of nerve during thewhen Germany went to war in 1939,
In his opinion, such maneuver couldPlan’s early execution, which re-its men and officers had been
be facilitated by the emerging tech-sulted in sending German troops eastichooled in the precepts laid down
nology that he clearly appreciated—to stop the advance of the Russiaim a 1933 German publication called
railroads, breech-loading rifles, andColossus. Die Truppenfihrung® Die Trup-
the telegraph—which, if properly  When the Schlieffen Plan failed, it penfiihrungwas largely written by
used, could help the German Armyseemed to be more than a failure of &enerals Ludwig Beck, Werner von
gain military victories. These con- single German general staff officer'sFritsch, and Otto von Stulpnagel and
cepts were used in the wars of Gerplans. It was a failure of a philoso-should be regarded as an update and
man unification, first with the 1866 phy. In the wake of its failure, many expansion ofiihrung und Gefecht
war against the Hapsburg Empirequestioned whether the concept ofleadership and combat). The work
and, later, in the 1870-1871 Franco-quick decisive victory through ma- provided a conceptual framework for
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the German practice of warfare inbattlefield could give mission-ori- Truppenfuihrungthe Wehrmacht
World War II. ented orders that required that theever really achieved the level of

Die Truppenfiihrungs not so superior officer to clearly provide his mechanization it desired so as to give
much a doctrinal manual, in theintent, and that officers down to com-its forces maximum mobility for its
American sense, although it includegpany level have the courage and excampaigns.
many doctrinal concepts, as it is gperience to accomplish the misst®®n.  The Wehrmacht never came close
philosophy of war, an approach to A second concept resulting fromto the level of mechanization the U.S.
war, or a synthesis of the Germarpost-World War | studies was theArmy used to break out of the
way of war, drawing from, in particu- importance of using a combined arm®3ocage in 1944 in its race across
lar, German military thinkers of the approach on the battlefield. This confrance. Granted, in the 1941 cam-
previous 100 years. The work pro-cept was also first introduced in thepaign against the Soviet Union, the
vided the German Army broad fun-early 1920s ifriihrung und Gefecht. sort of feats that some ascribe to the
damental concepts of how to wage What some called blitzkrieggas  blitzkrieg campaigns of 1939-1940
war, which commanders applied denot the use of armored divisions, notactually transpired. For example, in
pending on the circumstances. the mechanization of the Germanl941, with excellent terrain and much

Die Truppenfiihrungrovided the Army, nor (in the American sense)better quality and numbers of tanks,
necessary framework for Germandoctrine. It was an art, a way of war,Guderian’s Panzer Group Il moved
infantry and tank commanders.that stressed mobility facilitated byfrom Brest-Litovsk to Borisov, a dis-
When it was issued, armored divi-mechanized units and the use of comtance of 273 miles, in 7 days. On one
sions were only a future dream for thebined arms, both of which producedof those days alone, the Panzer group
German Army because having arthe necessary firepower to promoteadvanced 72 miles. Even then, reli-
mored units, as well as the Luftwaffe,maneuver warfare. The firepowerance on horses for mobility never
was forbidden by the Treaty of needed to break through enemy retruly ceased.
Versailles. Nonetheless, German comsistance in Poland and in France The Germans owed their victories
manders received the necessary guidtame from coordinated efforts of ar-of 1939 to 1940 to a return to an em-
ance from this publication, which mor and artillery, amply supported byphasis on mobility on the battlefield,
provided concepts for adherents of largely tactical air force and the fire-an application of firepower through
mechanized warfare, even though thpower of the German infantry divi- combined arms, and a stressing of
philosophy of war was not exclu- sion. boldness and initiative. As U.S. of-
sively designed for mechanized for- Firepower, the concentrated ef-ficers study the development of the
mations. forts of the combined arms team omilitary art, the key concepts Die

To regardDie Truppenfiihrungas  the battlefield and the return to mo-Truppenfihrunggtill offer important
a mere return to the past would bebile operations were referred to byguidance to this and future gen-
erroneoud! Martin van Creveld’s journalists adlitzkrieg. Proponents erations. The importance of using a
charge that Von Seeckt, the ultimateof mechanized warfare, like Hanscombined arms team and the ability
godfather ofDie Truppenfiilhrung Guderian, sought to claim blitzkriegto use massed firepower, boldness,
was a restorer rather than an inas their own. In the 1939-1940 cam-and initiative on the battlefield by
novator is only partially correct. New paigns, blitzkrieg was considered towell-trained leaders are still valid
concepts were added to encouragke the use of combined arms thatoncepts. Stripping away myths
or enhance mobile warfare. For exfacilitated maneuver on the battle-from words like blitzkrieg reveals there
ample, a prominent theme Die field. Armored units, the German Air are still concepts to be learned from
Truppenfuhrungwas the impor- Force with its JU-87 (the famousthe German way of war. Blitzkrieg
tance of leadership on the battleStuka), the Heinkel 111 (deadly accumight have been a myth, but the
field. Before World War |, command- rate artillery), and even the increase@oncepts that spawned the myth are
ers at army and even corps levefirepower available to the individual still valid. MR
had considerable discretion in howinfantry company gave German
to accomplish their missionflie forces their tremendous edge on the NOTES
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"*Insights

Fashioning a U.S.-Israeli Military Alliance
Edward Bernard Glick, Ph.D.

The United States, the Europearstate. Most moderate military officersthe Mediterranean, and no one
Union, Russia, and the United Na-do not want to continue Israel's 35-knows how long such bases will
tions have fashioned a road map leadrear-long Palestinian occupation orcontinue to be allowed on the north-
ing to permanent Palestinian-Israelisee the annexation of some 2 milliorern shores in places like Portugal,
peace. The map includes ending terArabs, who would eventually de- Spain, Italy, and Greece.
ror and violence against Israel; stopstroy the essence of Zionism, to U.S. military and naval presence in
ping the construction of new Jewishwhich a majority of people in Israel Israel allows the United States to use
settlements in the Gaza Strip and thadhere. Israeli territory as a staging area in
West Bank; Arab recognition of Is- Moderate Israelis remember thatany war in the region. A closer inter-
rael’s right to exist as a sovereign statthe pre-Six-Day War frontiers locking of Israeli and U.S. interests
in the Middle East; and the creationbrought them neither peace nor sewould show friends and foes exactly
of a sovereign Palestine by 2005. curity. The United States should notwhere America stands and how far it

The United States must take theput Israel in a position where thiswill go to ensure the existence of the
following steps as soon as possiblemight happen again. only democracy in the Middle East.

o Establish a U.S. naval base in Extreme Israelis want an Israel Israel can no longer pay for
Haifa; air bases and listening stationsvithout Palestine. Extreme Palestinwars—not in money, not in weapons,
in the Galilee and Negev regions; andans want a Palestine without Israeland not in lives. The Israelis are ready
Army and Marine installations at mu- So neither will be happy with any to accept a Palestinian state, but only
tually agreed-on Israeli sites. U.S.-inspired arrangement even if itif they are convinced that they will

o Insist that the future Palestinianwould lead to lead to a stable peacébe safe under the U.S. umbrella.
state accept Israel’s right to exist inRussia, whose influence now ex-America is the keystone in the whole
sovereign serenity within its 1967 tends only to Syria and Iraq, will ac- structure.
borders. cept whatever arrangements the Is- Every U.S. president from Harry S.

0 Support a Greater Jerusalem thataelis and Palestinians accept, evefiruman to George W. Bush has
would be physically undivided but as it tries to extract maximum crediturged the Arabs and the Israelis to
politically cantonized. for them. Saudi Arabia will also ac- take risks for peace, to forget their dif-

o Sign a mutual defense treatycept any solution because it knowderences, and be as daring between
that does not give Israel cartethat its days of using oil as a politi-wars as they have been during them.
blanche authority but declares that ital and economic weapon are humBut when will the United States take
isa U.S. Ally. bered. Western Europeans in the araasks for Middle East peace that

Moderate Palestinians want Israebppear to be irrelevant. might produce U.S. casualties? When
to return to its pre-1967 borders and The United States has no naval owill the United States cease being the
to accept an independent Palestiniaair bases on the southern shores gifrisoner of a past that has clouded
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judgment and immobilized actionshelped the city during its great cri-come infinitely more perilousvR
with regard to so many post- andses and would help again if needed.
non-Vietnam issues? Bush and the U.S. Congress mu Edward Bernard Glick is Profes-

In 1948, Truman broke the Sovietmake it clear to everyone that Israel sor Elfeﬁafr;w:rsftf Pﬁé'tr'gggw%%'%nge,
blockade of West Berlin with a mas-survival is as vital now as West frompBrooklyn C{;”ege and an MAJ
sive around-the-clock airlift. In 1963, Berlin was during the Cold War.| and a Ph.D. from the University o
President John F. Kennedy told thdf they fail to do this, the situation E?gglaa;'g 'I:S)ég?“?\lxgl%ra?ﬁg\gﬁfg
Germans in his famous “Ich-bin-ein-in Israel, Palestine, the Middle East| pa: Stackpole Books, 1974).

Berliner” speech that America hadand the wider Muslim world will be-

"*Review Essay

Guts and Glory: The o
American Military Image in Film
Major Jeffrey C. Alfier, U.S. Air Force

Film and military historian with the Pentagon, which providesa study worth a separate book, and
Lawrence H. Suid’s updated versionthem scripts for most films—a pro- John Wayne's role in military mov-
of Guts and Glory: The Making of cess that has always been more faes warrants two chapters.
the American Military Image in material support than spiritual sup- A work this broad cannot escape
Film now includes images from the port. a few criticisms. Suid seems a bit
Persian Gulf war and the U.S. inter- Suid’'s analyses have a pleasingver-determined when he states that
vention in Somalia. Younger readershalance. He lauds films suchHse Director Stephen Spielberg did a
will be pleased to see that movieilling Fields (1984) andSouthern “great disservice to the men he was
such asBlack Hawk Down(2002) Comfort(1981) that stand “above thetrying to memaorialize” when he pro-
and Windtalkers(2002) are now political issues” to let “the visual ducedSaving Private Ryah Suid
included! images of slaughter speak for themalso omits the Western genre in its

Suid’s chronological approach toselves,” and he addresses issugsortrayal of Native Americans and
his anthology highlights the U.S. surrounding whether or not certainMexicans in conflict with the U.S.
military in the vicissitudes of Holly- films proved effective or interesting, Cavalry, although he discusses direc-
wood imagemaking since the filmand why others did ndtWhy did tor John Ford’s productions. Ford
industry’s inception. As suctGuts  Full Metal Jacket(1987) become a made several movies in which racist
and Gloryis a study in cinematic “strangely detached and uneverdynamics were bound up with Cold
sociology, with ramifications for po- movie,” and why did=rom Here to War politics, such agort Apache
litical science. The book’s contentEternity (1953) prove to be “one of (1948) andShe Wore a Yellow Rib-
ranges from classic films to lesserthe few Hollywood portrayals of the bon(1950)¢ Finally, Suid could have
known movies and includes sucharmed forces that ranks both as apoken briefly about how Hollywood
fantasies aghe Final Countdown great military film and a great Ameri- movies affect perceptions of America
(1980); smarmy flops, such Bgarl can movie?* for international audiences.

Harbor (2001); the humorous, such Suid cross-categorizes several Still, Suid’s research remains a
asStripes(1981); assorted millennial movies, such abr. Strangelove, or: paradigm of thorough inquiry. He
and survivalist works; and those thatHow | Learned to Stop Worrying includes a helpful index of over
otherwise suffer from “the ambiguity and Love the Bom1964), a fiim that 220 films that he brought into his
of conflicting images,” such &ork exemplifies one of Suid’s major purview. The appendix delineates
Chop Hill (1959)? themes—how each military serviceSuid’s large number of interviewees,

World events often feed the film attempts to help Hollywood repair orwhich includes dozens of directors,
industry, and Suid discusses the efenhance its respective image.the producers, screenwriters, actors, tech-
fects of the Cuban Missile Crisis andcourse of his scrutiny, Suid includesnical advisers, U.S. military person-
the resultant atomic arsenal growttsome surprises, such @$ose En- nel, critics, and studio executives.
that helped create the American mili-counters of the Third Kind1977), Inthe end, Suid believes that Amer-
tary image. With extended implica- included because of the Air Force'sicans likely watch war movies not
tions for the American mythos, poli- staid approach to the existence obut of bloodlust, but to enjoy “watch-
tics and popular sentiment affect theunidentified flying objecté Suid dis- ing other people challenge death.”
minds of producers and screen-<usses at length the movies depictThis book will likely remain for
writers. Producers worked closelying and interpreting the Vietham war,years to come a major source for
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studying Hollywood and the Amer-

ican military imagée. MR
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2. The Final Countdown (Blue Underground DVD, 2004);
Pearl Harbor (Burbank, CA: Walt Disney Home Video,
2003); Stripes (Culver City, CA: Columbia Tri-Star, 2003);
Pork Chop Hill (Burbank, CA: MGM/UA Studios, 2001).

3. The Killing Fields (Burbank, CA: Warner Studios,
2001); Southern Comfort (Burbank, CA: MGM/UA, 2001).

4. Full Metal Jacket (Burbank, CA: Warner Studios
DVD, 2004); From Here to Eternity (Culver City, CA: Co-
lumbia Tri-Star DVD).

5. Dr. Strangelove, or: How | Learned to Stop Wor-

6. Close Encounters of the Third Kind (Culver City, CA:
Columbia Tri-Star DVD, 2001). Suid is also the author of the
out-of-print Scenes of Conflict: Holfywood, the Pentagon, and
the Films of the Vietnam Era (Lanham, MD: Madison Books,
1990). See also William J. Searle’s Search and Clear:
Critical Responses to Selected Literature and Films of the
Vietnam War (Madison, WI: Popular Press, 1988).

7. Saving Private Ryan (Glendale, CA: Dreamworks
SKG DVD, 1999).

8. Fort Apache (Turner Home Video DVD, 2003); She
Wore a Yellow Ribbon (Burbank, CA: Wamer Studios, DVD,
2002). See also John A. Price, “The Stereotyping of North
American Indians in Motion Pictures,” Ethnohistory 20
(1973): 153-71. To say this genre is freighted with malign
realities would be an understatement. Suid only mentions
Westerns in passing on the last page of his epilogue.
Overall, a wider study is needed of American military films
in relation to the intellectual dynamics of modernism.

9. Frank J. Wetta and Martin A. Novelli, “‘Now a Ma-
jor Motion Picture™: War Films and Hollywood's New Pa-
triotism,” The Journal of Military History 67 (July 2003):
861-62. Suid falls into the same trap that Wetta and Novelli
do in asserting that war's causus belli be included in most,
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if not all, war movies. (See Suid, 634.) Films, like litera-

rying and Love the Bomb (Culver City, CA: Columbia Tri-
ture, do not need ontological issues to be effective.

Star, 2001).

Islamic Militant Cells and Sadat's Assassination
Lieutenant Commander Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, U.S. Navy

tional Corporation.
- P 4

President Anwar Sadat selectednside and outside Egypt; and theKennedy. Libyan intelligence re-
Egyptian historian and journalist rejectionist governments of Libya, cruited an Egyptian professional and
Mousa Sabry to be his official biog- South Yemen, Iran, and Syria, whorecent college graduate working in
rapher, who received access to Saabhorred Sadat’s decision to havd.ibya to work for them. He was
dat’s papers, archives, and declaspeace talks with Israel. Between 1977rained in sharpshooting and became
sified information. After Sadat’s and 1981, security forces foiled 38proficient in using a single-shot, bolt-
murder on 6 October 1981 duringattempts to kill Sadat or his ministersaction rifle with a scope. He was
the 8th anniversary of the 1973 Yom-and thwarted a coup attempt in Egyptflown to Rome to receive further de-
Kippur War, Sabry researched Egyp- Sabry describes four assassinatails of the mission. The bolt-action
tian presidential archives, inter-tion attempts that were eerily similarrifle and scope arrived in Rome hid-
viewed investigators, and pouredto the tactics of Ahmed Ramzi Yous-den in the dashboard of a Fiat Model
through thousands of pages of thesef (presently serving a life sentencd 32, along with poisoned-tipped bul-
1981 Jihad Trial transcriptsThe for his role in the 1993 World Trade lets, rifle parts, and pistols hidden in
result of Sabry’s research is per-Center bombing) and shoe bombethe vehicle’s undercarriage. The
haps the most important bookRichard Reid. Those tactics includedEgyptian General Intelligence Service
written about Sadat-Al-Sadat immersing plastic and cotton explo-(EGIS) and Ministry of Interior had
Al-Hagiga Wa Al-AsturgSadat, the sive chemicals to mold bombs tolearned of the plan and had followed
truth and his legacy) Sabry also place inside shoes and radios.  the assassin from the moment Libyan
had the rare opportunity of record- On 1 May 1981, a Palestinian carIntelligence approached him. The
ing Sadat's secret meetings, includfying a cassette radio device packe@lot was quickly neutralized.
ing the 1972-1973 strategic discuswith five kilograms of explosives at- ~ Guarding Sadat was a challenge
sions with higher security council ontempted to detonate the device aftepecause of his feelings of fatalism
the need to wage war to enable thentering the Egyptian radio and tele2nd his unwillingness to change his
Sinai's return to Egypt and to openvision headquarters where Sadat wal§inerary. He even rode in a small car
the Suez Canal. giving a speech. In 1979, a Lebanest? the Cairo section of Agoozah to

Since becoming president in 1970terrorist attempted to assassinat€nroll his grandson in school. The
Sadat had lived in fear of being as+oreign Minister Boutros Ghali with Egyptian Interior Ministry received
sassinated. He spent his first yeaan attaché case filled with explosives.b'tS and pieces of information about
thwarting a coup attempt by Ali In late 1979, an Iranian who had beet Plot to kill Sadat during a visit to
Sabry (no relation to the author),trained to make bombs was apprelMansoora. The plot tumed out to be
who thought Sadat was only a temhended. He was carrying plans deth€ final purchase of weapons for
porary substitute for President Gamasigned to create chaos by blowingh€ coup that was to follow Sadat's
Abdel-Nasser. Traveling to Israel forup gas stations and fuel tankers ifp October 1981 assassination.
peace talks in November 1977 madand around Cairo. 1981-1984 Jihad Trials
Sadat even more of a target for as- The accounts of assassination Studying the 1980 Jihad Trial tran-
sassination. Sadat’s security agentattempts against Sadat include onecripts is an important step toward
revealed that 14 different groupsthat those guarding Sadat considerednderstanding the jihadist cell that
wanted Sadat killed, including Palesthe most dangerous. In Septembemurdered Sadat. The cell had its roots
tinian factions; Marxist organizations, 1981, the Libyans began Operatiorwithin the military. The transcripts,
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which number in the millions of over the firing-pin controversy. Al- overcome. One was killed; others
pages, reveal that the Egyptiarthough required, there was no inditaken prisoner.
government (intelligence, presiden-cation that either had ridden in the Sadat’s killing took the entire
tial guard, and interior ministry) parade. It is debatable, howeverEgyptian security organization by
had no knowledge of cell formation whether the security guards couldsurprise, and it was assumed a large
in Northern and Southern Egypt.have reacted as quickly as the assasilitary coup would follow. The
Beginning in early 1980, mass dis-sins. And, as fate would have it,guards conducted an immediate
ruption and chaos fomented undeSadat asked the only armed guargdweep for explosives and ordered all
the cover of which it could assassi-between him and the assassins to silits that had participated in the mili-
nate Sadat. down to observe the parade. tary parade to the Central Military

The cell had weapons caches Trial documents reveal that Sa-District Headquarters to be garri-
throughout Egypt and had estabdat's 150-man Republican Guard, th&oned. Ismailiah-Suez Road was
lished revolutionary cells in most dis- National Counter-Terrorism Squad,closed off, and the Republican
tricts of the country. It is incredible Was newly trained, and this was theilGuards and the interior security
that Egyptian security missed detectfirst job securing a military parade. forces were sent to Cairo to guard ra-
ing such a massive undertaking. T'hely DOSItg)Phed th_em_selvtes (ljn_ adio and television stations.

inati Circle around the reviewing stand in- - Senior interior and military officers

Assassination of Sadat tead of beside the president, makbelived they needed to stmulate a

Sadat's assassination, in front Ofing it impossible for them to respond list - ithin h
his entire Army, took less that 35 sec PopuliSt uprising, So within hours

: . to a frontal assault. they deployed troops to—
onds. Egyptian forensic experts have " | eyes had been fixed on the sky nyThepCél/iro radig and television

timed the bullets that killed Sa_dat alyatching the Egyptian air force con-headquarters
735 meters per second at a distancgyct ac?obatics and fly-bys as the g T%e radio broadcast towers in
of less than 15 meters. Jive assassins ran toward the reviewihe Mukatam Hills.

The day Sadat was killed, he hadng stand, throwing grenades and fir- ; The homes and offices of min-
four layers of security: personal body--ng automatic weapons at Sadatigters.
guards, who were within 15 meters ofgaqat was sitting exactly parallel and o The National Assembly offices.
Sadat; the Republican (PreS|dent|aI)i|igned with the tomb of the un- ; Giza Governorship Offices.
Guard, a military unit of commandos known solider and, thinking the sol- 1 Mobile communication vans.
selected to guard the presidentgiers were giving him a military trib-  ; The Central Command Center. in
which was stationed outside the 13yie stood up, giving the killers a clearyhich the Republican Guard coordi-
meters; the Ministry of Interior and ghot, The first shot was fatal, severnated all deployed forces.
Central Security Services (Amn al-ing a main artery when it entered  The Minister of Interior immedi-
Markazy), which provided rooftop sadat’s chest. Other bullets PeNytely executed “Plan 100,” a meticu-
surveHIaqce and roadside securityetrated his neck and ribs. His las ous plan involving secu’ring Cairo
for Sadats motorcade; and other Ciwords were “Mish Maaqool, Mish gng ordering Egypt's police forces to
vilian police and military guards. Maagool” (impossible, impossible). taue on a martial posture.

Despite this redundant security, the sabry’s account differs from that .
assassins were able to get within 1gjven by Maadi hospital, which re- Inside the

meters of Sadat. ported that Sadat was hit by fiveASsassins’ Minds

Parade military unitarere selected pyllets and died from severe nervous Why was Sadat assassinated?
from all over Egypt when conduct- shock, internal bleeding, and damag&abry used court transcripts and in-
ing the annual parade commemorattg his left lung. Defense Minister vestigative documentation to profile
ing the Yom-Kippur War. The units Field Marshal Abdul-Halim Abu- Sadat’s assassins and major instiga-
gathered at the central staging areghazallah, along with two others whotors of the plot. The interrogation and
in Cairo and were under the com4unged to shield the president werdrial of the assassins lasted from 1981
mand of an overall commander-in-hit by stray bullets. to 1984. One benefit was the copious
charge. To ensure that military units  Mamduh Salim, a member of amount of interview and transcript
participating in the parade wereSadat's political party, instinctively material that was made public.
unarmed, Egypt's Department ofgrabbed Vice President Hosni Mu-  Abdul-Salam Abdul-Al. Abdul-Al,
Military Intelligence’s (DMI) re- barak’s arm and yelled to members ofin officer in Egyptian Air Defense,
quired that all live ammunition be the cabinet and diplomatic corps towvas 28-years old in 1981. During his
surrendered and accounted for, anget down. By shielding Mubarak, interrogation he said he thought
firing pins were to be removed andSalim ensured a peaceful transition oEgyptian society was in a state of
secured in an armory. The DMI government. munkar (decadence). He saw Sadat
chief and the Central Military District ~ The security team wounded threeas the manifestation of Islamic re-
(CMD) chief were making their of the assassins. A fourth escapedression and decided he had to Kkill
annual pilgrimages to Meccabut was caught minutes later. Thehim. He discussed how he became
when Sadat was killed. guard assigned to the U.S. ambassaware of Egyptian society’s obses-

Cairo and Giza DMI and CMD dor shot at the assailants, and aftesion with consumerism, the con-
officials pointed fingers at each othera brief gun battle, the assassins wersumption of alcohol, and an accumu-

92 July -August 2004 1 MILITARY REVIEW



REVIEW ESSAY

lation of interest. He said womenuate, was 26 years old in 1981. Like Unlike the others, Muhammad was
who took to the hijab were scornedAbdul-Al, he espoused justification robotic when he explained that his
and that religious scholars whofor Sadat’s killing because he felttarget was Sadat, and he felt no re-
preached the truth were jailed. Sadat was not ruling according tomorse about shooting anyone who
Abdul-Al was happy with the re- Islamic law. He compared Sadat to agot in his way. He justified killing
sults of the 1979 Iranian revolution,pharaoh who had gone astray an®adat because he believed Sadat,
where the mullahs toppled the Ameri-believed he was a living God. Hame-with his Central Security Services,
can-supported Shah. However, heda believed Sadat and the Egyptiahad waged war on the Muslims. He
felt that the Shiite revolution neededgovernment were attempting to secusaid Sadat had referred to women’s
a Sunni counterweight and arguedarize society and separate God fronhijabs as tents and that Sadat had
that Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini the state because Egypt's Nationataided many mosques arresting
was discrediting the Islamic faith. Assembly used democracy as a marthose within. He said Sadat had ar-
The creation of an Islamic govern-date to ignore what was allowedrested women and attempted to sepa-
ment in Egypt would balance the re-under God'’s laws. Discos, the use ofate religion from state.
ligious influence of Iran. He trans- alcohol, and movies were examples of Unlike those who had read Is-
lated Abd al-Halim bin Taymiyyah’s how the people’s will had overtakenlamic radical commentaries, Muham-
13th-century writings, which stated God’s law in the legislature. His mad had been influenced by clerics
that the Tartars had declared themstrict, fundamentalist view of Islam he had heard on cassette tapes
selves Muslims and pledged to rulewas even stricter than what theand through appearances in Cairo
with Islamic law but, instead, applied Prophet Muhammad practiced inmosques. He held in reverence the
their own indigenous Yasiq laws. Medina in 622. clerics who were imprisoned because
They built mosques and Islamic Hameeda’s desire was not only toof their ideals, including Sheikhs Al-
schools while also suppressing Is«kill Sadat, but to also kill Interior Min- Mehlawi, Salamah, Al-Badry, Kishk,
lamic thought. ister Nabawy Ismail so HameedaSaleh, Al-Samawy, and Muslim Broth-
Abdul-Al's stint in the armed could establish an Islamic govern-erhood leader Omar Al-Tilmissany.
forces gave him the time, interactionment. When asked if killing the presi-He revealed that 1st Lieutenant
and ability to develop his theoriesdent was enough to establish arKhalid Islambooli had been the team
about Islam. He met like-minded sol-Islamic government, he respondedeader.
diers who believed they were servthat he acted on God's orders and Khalid Mohammed Shawky
ing an infidel government, and theythat God alone was responsible fotslambooli. Islambooli, a 24-year-old
felt their guilt feelings had to be establishing and ruling an IslamicEgyptian Army 1st Lieutenant, was
purged. They could use their combagovernment. not initially scheduled to participate
skills to foment a violent revolution.  When interrogators cited versesin the 6 October parade, but on 23
They used verses from tli@guran from the Quran about tolerance, September, his executive officer Ma-
and prophet Muhammad’s writingsHameeda responded with othejfjor Makram Abdul-Al assigned him
to apply Muhammad'’s war of self- verses he felt supported his right tdo attend. Islambooli had 13 days to
preservation against those who weréill Sadat. Hameeda was steeped iplan the assassination. His advan-
trying to destroy his teachings. TheSalafist-Wahabi doctrine. Whentage was that he had participated in
group applied Muhammad’s writings asked what books influenced himthe 1979 and 1980 6 October parades.
out of context to condemn Sadat andhe named the major Islamic texts, inHe knew the parade’s procedures,
his regime. cluding Ibn Katheer Al-Qurtoobi was under no suspicion, and was
During his interrogation, Abdul-Al Ibn Al-Qaim Al-Jawzeeaandlbn considered reliable because of his
revealed that no inspection of firing Taymiyahall of which purported that participation in previous reviews.
pins or rounds had been conductedslamic purification had to be under- Islambooli’s religious justification
the day of the parade, making it in-taken through violencke. to strike at the Egyptian government
credibly simple to bring a loaded Hussein Abbas MuhammadMu-  for its ungodly policies and deca-
weapon to the pass and review. Thbammad, a sergeant in the civil dedence came from cleric Ali Muham-
only inspection that had beenfense force, was the only assassimad Abdul-Salar.Islambooli had
conducted was a random one by theaptured away from the reviewingalso been reading Al-Mawdudi, Bin
Republican Guard of the 333d Bri-stand. He was 28 years old. None ofaymiyyah, and pamphlets on jihad.
gade after the afternoon prayersthe assassins referred to Sadat byle drew comparisons between de-
which was hours before the paradaame. They called him the oppressomnocracy and the Yasig laws of the
was to begin. The interrogationthe pharaoh, or the president. Mu-Tartars as being man-made laws that
ended with Abdul-Al describing how hammad began his interrogation bywere overshadowing God’s laws.
he fired on Sadat at a 20-degreetating that he was a martyr for kill-  Islambooli delineated between
angle. He did not aim but opened upng the oppressor. When asked tanosques that he felt were Al-Ukhwa
on full automatic in the general direc-describe in detail how he executednosques and those he considered
tion of the VIP reviewing stand. the crime, he responded that he obbrethren. When asked how he knew
Atta Tayel HameedaHameedaa jected to the word “crime” and that which mosque was a brethren one,
combat engineer and Alexandria Uni-he preferred the word “killing” of the he said it was simple—by the way
versity mechanical engineering grad-Zalim (oppressor). they dressed. They wore ankle-
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length shirts, beards, and prayeréad recruited a handful of sailors 1 Al-Maghribi would handle the
were etched on their faces. Islamboolinto the workshops, and the Egyp-raining of recruits in topography,
indicated that Abdul-Salam’s minis- tian Navy was prepared to smugglemartial arts, security procedures, and
try guided him toward martyrdom terrorists out of Alexandria. Three weapons training.

and that his transformation took 18hundred persons connected with the o Al-Zummur would handle popu-
months. cells were discovered in Cairo, Asyut,lar uprising tactics and the targeting

Like his followers, Islambooli saw and EI-Minia, and major concentra-of key leaders for assassination.
Sadat as an infidel who had abantions of Al-Jihad cells were located The terrorists robbed Coptic
doned divine law and oppressed thén the Cairo slums of Bulag. Christian jewelers to help finance
people. When confronted with the Lieutenant Colonel Abdul-Latif  their operations. Al-Zummur moni-
fact that Sadat was the first Egyptian(/Abood) Al-Zummur . Al-Zummur, an  tored the movement of politically
leader to introduce a constitutionalEgyptian Military Intelligence officer, active communists and Christian lead-
amendment requiring Islamic law towas 35 years old. His reason for kill-ers because he was concerned that
be the source of all legislation,ing Sadat was part of a bigger plarthey would use the chaos to foment
Islambooli dismissed this as a politi-to create an uprising in Egypt's capi-a separate insurgency. Cleric Omar
cal charade. tal and three other major cities. HeAbdul Rahman (in U.S. custody

When asked about his firing pin, told investigators that he had metsince 1993 for the World Trade Cen-
he stated that the evening before thEaraj in August 1980 and had spenter bombing) was responsible for is-
military parade his battalion leadera year immersed in ideological discussuing the fatwdreligious sanction)
verbally warned everyone to removesions and readings to define his pothat allowed the attack on Coptic
their firing pins and give them to their sition on (violent) jihad. Faraj had Christian jewelers and authorized the
company leaders. Islambooli carriedgiven him a copy of his booklet, killing of Egyptian political leaders.
out the order and collected the firing“The Missing Obligation,” and they  Al-Zummur, who was using non-
pins, however, the collection proce-discussed the mechanics of how t@ommissioned officers sympathetic
dures were not followed and Islam-foment a violent revolution within to his cause, detailed his plans of a
booli kept the pins. the Egyptian military.Although Al-  raid on the armory at Al-Maza Air

Lieutenant Colonel Mamdouh Zummur was steeped in ideology, heBase. He told of a plan to set in mo-
Mihrim Husni Abu Jebel. Abu Jebel, was a tactical planner at heart. tion an elaborate media campaign by
of the 2d Egyptian Army Engineers, Al-Zummur’s confession showed using underground pamphlets and
declared that he converted to Islami@ detailed level of sophisticated planaudio cassette tapes to announce
militancy in the 1970s. He had readning. To ensure a successful couphe coming of an Islamic revolt.
many of the same works as the othattempt, the plan included several key Following Sadat’s assassinations,
ers and had listened to the same selecations including the buildings of the following items were found in Al-
mons by fiery and politicized clerics. the Ministry of Defense, Cairo Tele- Zummur's apartment;

Abu Jebel became involved withvision and Radio stations, the Cen- 1 Codebooks used to send en-
Mohammed Adel Salam Faraj, a fel-tral Security headquarters, and therypted communications to various
low officer who led a failed revolt Ministry of Interior. cells throughout Egypt.

against Sadat at the Military Techni-  Al-Zummur explained how kiling o A copy of Khomeini’'s 1963
cal Academy. Faraj was well knownthe minister of the interior, the de-book, Islamic Governance.

for his bookAl-Farida Al-Ghaiba fense and foreign affairs minister, and o Press clippings that detailed the
(The missing obligation), which be- the head of Central Security wouldmovements of Egypt's major Na-
came the manual for organizing armedend the command and control structional Democratic Party figures,
Islamic militant vanguards. ture into chaos. He indicated thatwhich enabled him to predict the

Mohammed Adel Salam Faraj. killing Sadat while he was in the re-movement of Egyptian parliamentar-
Faraj was found guilty of leading anviewing stand was vital becauseians and ministers.
insurrection and being part of theSadat would be surrounded by his 1 A listing of honcommissioned
assassination plot. The assassindey ministers and officials whose officers and 1st lieutenants, who Al-
tion planning took place at Faraj'sdeaths would disable the EgyptianZummur could use as operatives or
home, and it was Faraj who told Abugovernment. He also advocated theely on to carry out unquestioned
Jebel and Abdul-Latif (Abood) Al- simultaneous killing of communist orders.

Zummur that military and security leader Khalid Moihiddin to eliminate o Eleven cassette tapes of Islamic
personnel were to be recruited beforany chance for a leftist takeover. Al-clerical speeches by Abdul-Hameed
civilians. Zummur had planned to inform theKishk and Salah Abu Ismail.

Islamic militant cells, directed by public of a new Islamic government 1 Twenty-three texts on Islamic
Faraj and Al-Zummur, did not exceedin Egypt during the chaos. fundamentalist theories by Islamic
seven persons per cell. A cell leader Al-Zummur formed a majlis al- militant ideologues.
would be in contact with a centralshura consisting of himself, Al- o A copy of Mao Tse Tsung’s
planner. Assassination and overMaghribi, and Faraj. Their tasks werebook on guerrilla warfare.

throw cells were developed in theto be divided as follows: o Pamphlets fomenting violent
Cairo districts of Shubra, Abdeen, 1 Faraj would handle recruitment revolutions and civil disorder.
QubaBridge, and Alexandria. The cells through ideology. o Texts on martial arts.
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o A collection of Israeli, Soviet- Islamic militancy are discredited by ais and not one that oppresses, robs the nation of re-
sources, or neglects the social welfare of the population.

made, and local weapons. fellow Arabs and Muslims as a per-""s. publishing information not available.
.. I i _ 6. The idea of condemning Egyptian society and gov-
Rellglous Clashes verted and intolerant version of Is

A A ernment as being in a state of apostasy was articulated in
lamic histo ry. the early 1960s by radical Egyptian theorist Sayid Qutb who

In June 1981, government forces
cracked down on Christian and Mus-

. was hanged by Nasser in 1966 and whose booklet Maa'lim

The transcrlpts offer the means,feleA_l-Ta(leeq ((r_‘;uidepodss along the road) is a staple of

et . methods, and ways in which militants's@y e Juran heon today, @ 1-enein. “Al- .

lim violence. The assassins Saw thenya crectod aned tomroriets. colline. Gt AbouEnei, ikt A,

religious clashes as a sign that theythough the Islamists failed in their s o adel Saam Fass ALEvida ALGhaiba
were to V|0|ent|y overthrow the coup attempt in Egypt they are per_(The missing obligation) (publisher unknown).

9. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, /slamic Governance

government and to reestablish thestent and will try againvr (publisher not given).
Lord’s laws. Faraj viewed Egypt's

- . . f
Christians as plotting to establish a NOTES (u EAbEOUu[F_Enaei[n’CMUimarya Sueea"ﬂ UCUOSmS\_e

separate state in the Southern Egyp' 1. The transcripts tell much about the Islamic militant mand, U.S. Navy, is a Middle Eastt
tian province of Qina and looked Onmlndset and should be analyzed by military and law en- North Africa Foreign Area Officer. He

forcement officials who are fighting the war on terrorism.

their collection p|ates was a rnear]§S 2. Mousa Sabry, Al-Sadat Al-Hagiga Wa Al-Astura received a B.B.A. from the Universit

. ; . . : Sadat, the truth and his legacy) (Cairo: Modern Egyp- of Mississippi, an M.B.A. and
of financing their vision. To him tanlay1085. ° i (The M.H.S.A from the University of Ar]
Chrlstlan evangehsm was a threat tQFlerfécl Pcélily? is ay(;ex?ral focusI 0¥Wahhabismljg\(ri|d als? K/Ia_lntsasv Ia?d”_an M-SC frl‘lam tha JQII’t

H t i | ic militant i i - litar ntelligence College. He IS
Islam. He labeled any Muslim who c.c e e excommuncates nose Misimswhowe | Director for North Africa and Egypt

did not agree with his vision as anot ruling according to God's Laws and stipulates that it and Assistant Director for the Arabiar

is up to the religious establishment to determine who is

munafigoon (hypocrite). worthy of uing Musims. I Peninsula at the Office of the Secrg-
1, H H 3 e term “Islamic government” IS a nebulous con- 1
TOday, Fara] s book still offers im- (:eptl.I The Wt)lrdS(gMuLla%T]adIdand the %uran olffer little Ei]rr)llt)? ;ﬁglf:asns'_? ef%glsntseer:\]/ztéopnalvgﬁ
: in teliing Musli t .0 . 1
portant ideology, as does the Workg; s G Geat. the Musime revertod to the pre. ous positions in the continenta

of Sayyid Qutb, Bin Taymiyyah, and Islamic concept of the caliphate, in which elders gathered United States, Bosnia, Liberia, an

> and a consensus was reached among tribes on a singu- .
al -Qaeda Ideo | Og ues. Ayman A|- lar leader. Many Muslims confuse the yearning for fair, the Middle East.
Zawahiri's volumes on 21st-Century e e esenas foienance b dameser \< J

"*"Book Reviews

TRUMAN’'S DILEMMA :Invasion fought with the army when defeatthe Koreans throughout the war.

or The Bomb, Paul D. Walker, Pelican seemed imminent. However, this informative, stim-
Pub. Co., Gretna, LA, 2003, 267 pages, \Walker faults General Douglas ulating book carefully assembles
$19.95. MacArthur with poor planning in the the factors that Truman considered

If you believe that President Harry ppjjinnines, decrying what seemed tavhile making one of the most dif-
S. Truman made the right decision (9,6 5" complete iack of coordinationficult decisions in history. Walker
drop nuclear weapons on Japan, thi§etween the army and navy on degives the reader a foundation on
book will supply grist for your mill. - fansjve strategies.” Walker suggestsvhich to evaluate similar future
If you feel that an invasion or block- that America’s early problems in thesituations. | highly recommend this
ade was an alternative, you mighphjjippines had buoyed Japan’swell-written book.
reconsider your opinion after readingsense of invincibility. LTC Douglass P. BaconlSA,
this bOOk-_ The assumed high number of Retired, Niceville, Florida
Di@n‘i?;‘;'?re“rgt;'%ﬁfg '; E)I'T;wﬂejszaonrﬁb American casualties resulting from

an invasion of Japan was a prim

deals with the philosophical and psy+actor in Truman’spdecision topusngENg”\D"emg %BUEBER lT:kioR'!d
chological mindsets of the Japanes@yclear weapons. Walker discusseg; i ' i

p > River Campaign of 1864,Gary Dillard
toward defeat and surrender. Walkehow casualty calculations wereJoiner, Scholarly Resources, Wilmington,
carefully develops the backgroundachieved and why they were prob-DE, 2002, 198 pages, $65.00.
of mid-20th-century Japanese peraply lower than they would have During my initial research to
spectives and then shows how thesgeen if the United States had invadedevelop a staff ride handbook of
attitudes translate into military opera-japan. Nathaniel P. Banks's 1864 Red River
tions, governance of conquered ter- The book has a few shortcomingsCampaign in Texas, Arkansas, and
ritories, and treatment of prisonerswalker could have given less attenlouisiana, | found only one book
of war. Walker’s descriptions of tion to matters not directly relating about the campaign: Ludwell John-
various battles and campaigns deto Truman’s decision—Japan’s 1906son’s Red River Campaign: Poli-
tail the Allies’ problems caused by annexation of Korea and the B-29tics and Cotton in the Civil War
the fight-to-the-death dedication ofbomber’s strengths and weaknesseg§John Hopkins Press, Baltimore, MD,
Japanese military personnel andor example. He also does not ad1958). While Johnson’s book was
of Japanese civilians who activelydress Japan’s brutal treatment ofjood, it was dated and devoted
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nearly one-fourth of its pages to thecerns; the dynamics of integratingthe “greatest generation,” “citizen
effect cotton had on the of theunits used to various operating prosoldiers,” and “the American Spirit.”
campaign’s political origins. The cedures; and the study of military Although his books have often
maps were poor and did little to helpengineering in terms of ad-hoc solutopped the bestseller lists, many
the reader visualize what happenedons to military problems. | strongly scholars dismissed Ambrose as a
during the battles of this campaign.recommend the book to serious stumere “popular” historian. But he did

Later, | found Gary Dillard Joiner’s dents of the Civil War. not simply “dumb down” his history
One Damn Blunder from Beginning LTC Steven E. Clay,USA, Fort  or focus on narrative to the exclusion
to End which put a fresh face on this Leavenworth, Kansas of analysis. Early in his career he pro-
little-known campaign. Joiner writes duced important biographies of Presi-

without the much-overused hype ofro AMERICA: Personal Reflections 9€Nts Dwight D. Eisenhower and Ri-
modern Civil War writers—claiming of an Historian, Stephen E. Ambrose, ¢hard M. Nixon, and he authored a
that every battle was decisive. Joinesimon and Schuster Paperback, New Yorkfespected textbook on U.S. foreign
provides Civil War historians and 2003, 265 pages, $14.00. policy. As he matured, Ambrose shed
military professionals a straightfor- Stephen Ambrose was a great stosome of the academic’s natural cyni-
ward, valuable account of the Redyteller. He was loud, pugnacious,cism and became enamored of ordi-
River Campaign. Joiner's maps, al-occasionally profane, loved life, nary Americans like Major Dick Win-

though lacking in detail, are a grealoved America, and loved regalingters inBand of Brothers: E Company,

improvement over previous maps. his audiences with his knowledge506th Regiment, 101st Airborne

Joiner’s new revelations about theof America’s historyTo AmericaPer-  from Normandy to Hitler's Eagle
Red River Campaign put a differentsonal Reflections of an Histor-iavas  Nest(Touchstone Books, New York,
perspective on the causes of kegompleted just before Ambrose’s2d ed., 2001), whose courage, deter-
events. For example, he posits thatleath in 2002. mination, and innate decency he ad-
the Confederates made a successful The book is a highly personal ren-mired.
attempt to divert water from the Reddering of America’s story from the  To Americas most engaging pas-
River through Tone’s Bayou into time of the Foundingrathers to the sages are Ambrose’s descriptions of
Bayou Pierre. And, although Admi- present day. Ambroseigtelling of his encounters and adventures in
ral David D. Porter’s problems haveover 200 years of American historythe course of researching his
been thought to be the result of londraws almost exclusively from his books—following in the footsteps of
rainfall, Joiner convincingly argues own literary output. Meriwether Lewis and William Clark;
that the fleet's problems were due as The book has virtues and faultsdriving a locomotive over the Sierra
much to deliberate efforts on the parsimilar to those found in Ambrose’s Nevada while learning about the
of Southern engineers to hamper thgrevious books, but he was learnedyanscontinental railroad; participat-
U.S. Navy's operations as on the lackwitty, defiantly politically incorrect, ing in Native American ceremonies
of rain. and wrote and spoke plainly andon a reservation in South Dakota;

FourHunleylike submarines were bluntly. At the same tim@o America and gaining an appreciation for the
being constructed in Shreveport ands sloppily edited and facts are poorlyterrain of dozens of battlefields from
perhaps four or five smalirkansas checked. For example, PresidenNew Orleans to Normandy.
like ironclads were there as well. Af- Theodore Roosevelt and son Theo- What leaps out from this farewell
ter discussing Porter’s naval experi-dore, Jr., are not the only father-sorbook is his great faith in democracy
ence and efforts to monitor the depttMedal of Honor recipients; that and his fellow citizens. Countless
of the river, Joiner explains that thegroup also includes General Douglaseaders loved Stephen Ambrose, and
admiral’s fear of the ConfederateMacArthur and his son Arthur. as he says about his countrymen in
ships prompted him to lead the fleet The book contains too many sim-his final book, “The people, as they
upriver toward Shreveport with the plistic, vaguely embarrassing asseralmost always are, were right.”
U.S.S.Eastport the largest ironclad tions and unsupported declarations, COL Alan Cate, USA,
in the fleet, as the flagship. Portera failing that has plagued Ambrose’s Miami, Florida
eventually lost the ironclad, not tolate work and caused some readers
enemy warships, but to the difficul- to squwm.“For instance, the U.S. Ma~r\i e SEEDS OFE TERROR: An Eye-
ties of navigating the Red River.rines are “The Best Damn Fighting,,iness Account of Al-Qaeda’s New-
Porter’s decision hampered theMen in the World!” and “Our great- est Center of Operations in South-
Navy's efforts and almost led to aest strength is that American kids areast Asia,Maria Ressa, Free Press, New
substantial loss to the fleet. brought up to know right from York, 2003, 272 pages, $26.00.

One Damn Blunder from Begin- wrong.” There is no evidence here of Maria Ressa tells the real story of
ning to Ends useful to military pro- the plagiarism that fouled his book,terrorism in Southeast Asia. Few jour-
fessionals as a modern overview offhe Wild Blue: The Men and Boysnalists and, for that matter, few mili-
the Red River Campaign and is esWho Flew the F-24's Over Germanytary and intelligence professionals are
pecially useful for its analysis of per-1944-45(Simon & Schuster, New as qualified to assess the threats in
sonalities in joint operations; its stud-York, 2001), but essentially, he hasSoutheast Asia as Ressa is.
ies of military objectives clouded by plagiarized himself in book after book Ressa has fused information and
political and other nonmilitary con- by repeating his ceaseless paeans @malysis from many sources through-
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out Southeast Asia that are superiof HE UNBOUND PROMETHE- rial growth will reduce the ills of the
to those that intelligence servicesUS: Technological Change and Indus- early 21st century—that and a turn
provide. Her access to high-leveltrial Development in Western Europe  to\ard the entrepreneurial spirit of
; rom 1750 to the PresentDavid S. P ;

sources in and out of governmentsg . 1< 54 eq Cambridge University@cduisitiveness, aggressiveness,
in the region and the trust she hagress, New York, 2003, 576 pages,hard work, and determination. Ac-
established with many well-con- $75.00. cording to Landes, the world must
nected civilians from all walks of life ~ For over 30 year§he Unbound take on European values, adapt them,
allowed her to piece together thePrometheusTechnological Change and mold them to local conditions,
complex mosaic of how al-Qaeda hagnd Industrial Development in West-which might keep the technological
emerged as the overarching threat iern Europe from 1750 to the Presentevolution moving and material exploi-
Southeast Asia. has been the basic text about the Irtation growing.

One of the book’s most valuabledustrial Revolution—the pivotal de- Landes’s second edition might
contributions is Ressa’s assessmenielopment that allowed Western Eu-have benefited from more current
of the West's weaknesses, which ifrope to dominate the world economi-material; however, it is still an un-
not understood and addressed wiltally, militarily, and politically for cen- beatable introduction to the eco-
allow al-Qaeda to continue to oper-turies. nomic history of the industrial and
ate and expand its influence and con- David S. Landes emphasizes entechnological revolutions in West-
nections within other terrorist orga- trepreneurial spirit and freedom to ex-ern Europe.

nizations such as Jemaah Islamiyalperiment as the key to why the In- John H. Barnhill, Ph.D.,
the Abu Sayyef Group, and thedustrial Revolution occurred first in Yukon, Oklahoma
Moro Islamic Liberation Front. Europe. Also, size mattered, for al-

While the world focuses on the though the small island nation of — -
counterterrorism aspect of the Globakngland had few natural resourceqlag(zli\!éx%i eT(jmliri];E)/hAigs gﬁ%‘;‘?‘y'ﬁ]e
War on Terrorism, Ressa undert did have transportation networksLyons Press, Guilford, CT, 2002, 241
stands that it must be viewed as aand easy access to ports throughages, $29.95.
insurgency on a global scale and thahich to import needed materials. In 1981 Sylvester Stallone,
the West must do a better job ofa|so, English entrepreneurs wereMichael Caine, and Pelé, appeared in
fighting ideology with ideology. Law imaginative, creative, and willing to the movieVictory (Warner DVD,
enforcement and tactical military 0p-change, which resulted in one smalBurbank, CA, 2004). The movie's plot
erations will not be enough to defealinnovation after another. Incrementalrevolves around a group of Allied
this threat. change over time built the revolutionsoldiers in a World War Il German

At the center of counterefforts 10 it gave England the edge, then thprisoner of war camp. When the Al-
control al-Qaeda are the moderatgyominant position. French culture, lied soldiers play a select German
Muslims of the world. The West must eqgraphy, and government centralteam in a soccer match, they not only
embrace them and ask them to he.'%ation delayed French industrializa-win, they escape en masse. Andy
support efforts to eradicate the radiyion pyt England's loss of entrepre-Dougan’s bookDynamo: Triumph
cal elements of their religion who areq ria| spirit and risk-taking allowed and Tragedy in Nazi-Occupied
perverting the Islamic faith for their Germany to catch up late in the 19tHKiev relates a similar story from the
own power and ideals. century. Eastern Front. While Dougan’s book

W?:i havca much to feiar from arl{ This book, which has been in printis similar to the Hollywood story,
g%em% Wovoesr%nTeanntga“a?teat:SSt;b_ac}ontinyally since it was first pub- two major differences are apparent:
iahed g by pen and gun, by wor Olr;she.d in 1969, is a ma}gnlﬁcent eco-Dougan’s account is fz_ictual, and it

oy " y omic history, so why is there a sechas no Hollywood ending.
ond edition? When Landes first pre- In the decade before World War
ented his mass of material, economitd, Dynamo Kiev gained a reputation
ts)S;r)rgrlic?rfity gfutnﬁebilge%%:;;%? fc;:;g_]q:istow was moving away from his as one of the strongest and most
dom and self-determination Commu__narrat|ve—style approach to one useapable soccer teams in the Soviet
nism is being discredited an’d neutralind raw data and econometrics. HowUnion, if not in all of Europe. The
ized around the world. Ressa impliesEVer €conomic history withstood thewar scattered the team, and some
but does not ask the question, “Carﬁ]umber-crunch_mg cliometricians, members were encircled in Kiev and
the West use the same skills an@nd the narrative style is back incaptured by the Germans in late sum-
have the same determination and pa.09ue- Events that have occurred imer 1941. The remaining members
tience in defeating al-Qaeda as it dicf\1ica, Asia, and the Americas, whichwere reunited through the efforts of
to defeat communism?” the original book did not address, ardootball-loving bakery owner and

Every military officer and govern- included in the second edition. team goalie Nikolai Trusevich.
ment official who has a role in the _ Landes sees little prospect of The German occupiers, attempting
Global War on Terrorism should readEUro-American hegemony diminish-to return the city to some semblance
Ressa’s book. ing except in China and India. Forof normalcy, organized a local soccer

LTC David S. Maxwell, USA, technologically backward nations, league, and, Dynamo Kiev quickly
Washington, D.C. only increased knowledge and mateestablished itself as the team to beat.

and bullet. . . .” Mao Zedong also
believed that power grew out of the
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They played an all-German soccercut, Rhode Island, Massachusettssoldiers as inferior tao soldier.

team and won, which shattered thend New Hampshire to its accom- A Grateful Hearta major contri-
competition’s benign nature. Local plishments in combat. The story be-ution to detailing World War | medi-
German leaders, wanting to reestabgins with the division’s formation in cine, provides remarkable insight into
lish the notion of Eastern Slavic ra-New England in the volunteering the specific problems and challenges
cial inferiority, assembled anotherspirit of the “Minute Man” and of military medicine. This book will
team and promoted a final match. The@rogresses through stateside prebe of most value to members of medi-
ugly outcome ended the wartimedeployment activities. Because ofcal detachments, but readers of
soccer exploits of Dynamo Kiev.  efforts by Major General Clarence R.World War | history will also find it

Dougan, a journalist from the Edwards, who was the division com-interesting.

Glasgow Evening Timesloes not mander and an 1883 graduate of West COL Robert S. Driscoll, USA,
attempt to be a historian; he merelyPoint, the division became the first ~ Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
tries to relate Dynamo Kiev's story. National Guard Division in France. Washington, D.C.
The details about the events of the After arriving in France in Novem-
summer of 1942 are obscured by timéer 1917, the soldiers were intro-to HELL WITH HONOR: Custer
and conflict and are transformed intoduced to army expeditionary campang the Little Bighorn, Larry Sklenar,
myth and urban legend. Dougan reclife with its plethora of camp illnesses university of Oklahoma Press, Norman,
ognizes the limits of oral histories caused by cold and wet weather—2003, 416 pages, $19.95.

and the inconsistencies that peppecolds, influenza, trench foot, and Larry Sklenar'sTo Hell with Hon-
the story, and he does not jump tdoronchitis. The group first saw com-or: Custer and the Little Bighoris
conclusions or connections that ardoat in February 1918 under the coma thought-provoking and intensely
not present. What emerges is a wellmand of the French Army’s 11thresearched historical work. Sklenar
told story about a group of men in aCorps. Shay devotes several chapsrovides tremendous detail about the
difficult situation. ters to major offensives in which thecomposition, organization, equip-

In some cases, Dougan’s level oflOlst Sanitary Train participated—ment, and personalities of the 7th
detail about soccer might exceed thdisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, and Meuse-Cavalry. The smooth-flowing text
average American’s familiarity with Argonne. The group continued mak-quickly engrosses the reader, al-
the sport; however, it is not a distracing its hospitals more mobile as theythough the book might be best-suited
tion from his overall workDynamo moved closer to the front and augfor those well-versed in Custer lore.
tells a compelling story of the impor- mented their hospitals with surgical Sklenar places blame for the Little
tance of sport to a national identity.teams. Bighorn debacle on Major Marcus
This excellent book will appeal to In March 1919, 1 year and 5Reno, describing Reno as a novice,
military historians and sports fansmonths after they left the Uniteda drunk, and lacking leadership.
alike. States and 4 months after the armiSklenar does not mention that Reno

MAJ Michael A. Boden, USA,  stice, the soldiers of the 101st Sanipersonally led an attack to protect
Hohenfels, Germany tary Train began coming home. ThelLieutenant MaclIntosh’s flank in the
unit gained much recognition for itstimber, and he ignores the effect
AGRATEFUL HEART: The History valor and accomplishments. Of theMary Hannah Reno's death in 1874
of a World War | Field Hospital, 50 officers and over one thousanchad on Reno while he was in charge
Michael E. Shay, Greenwood Pressenlisted men, the unit suffered 155f the U.S.-Canadian Boundary
Westport, CT, 2002, 237 pages, $62.00. casualties and 19 deaths. Seven sdsurvey.

Michael E. Shay, a Superior Courtdiers were captured and became Sklenar’s research is extensive,
Judge from Connecticut, does a fingorisoners of war after refusing tobut not exhaustive. He completely
job with A Grateful Heart: The His- abandon their wounded at SeicheignoresThe War of the Rebellion: A
tory of a World War | Field Hospi- prey. The men of the 101st SanitaryCompilation of the Official Records
tal. His interest in World War | medi- Train received 8 Croix de Guerre (oneof the Union and Confederate
cine began as a young boy when hith palm), 7 Distinguished Service Armies(U.S. Government Printing
visited his grandparents’ home andCrosses, and 147 other awards foDffice, Washington, D.C., 1897),
discovered pieces of his grandfather'salor. The unit itself received 22 cita-which documents Reno’s campaign
uniform. His grandmother told him tions from either French or Americanagainst the Umatilla Indians and the
that his, “grandfather was ‘like’ a armies or both. close relationship Custer had with
doctor in the Army.” This began A Grateful Heartdescribes how a Reno during the Civil War. Sklenar
Shay’s study of World War | and, nation, unprepared for war, sent un{freely mixes quotes from novels, such
especially, his grandfather’'s unit— healthy and unprepared soldiers intas Evan S. ConnellSon of the Morn-
the 26th “Yankee” Division, National combat. The same issues that werig Star: Custer and the Little Big-
Guard, 101st Sanitary Train. argued in 1918 are being argued tohorn (North Pointe Press, New York,

Shay researched and examined atlay—that National Guard soldiers1997) and misrepresents them as his-
aspects of the unit from the organi-are not as prepared for combat atorical facts. Sklenar’s factual errors
zation of four ambulance and fouractive components are. Shay loyallyplace Custer south of Reno, when
hospital companies from Connecti-describes the 101st Sanitary TrairCuster was actually east-northeast of
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Reno’s position. the Muslim world is blaming the note to my paper asking if | really
To appreciate Sklenar’s work andWest for its own dismal economic believed this. Six months later, no one

its relevance to current irregular war-and political failures. In short, terror- thought to ask such a question.

fare, | recommend reading the follow-ists favor fundamentalism and a re- Cynthia M. Grabo'sAnticipating

ing books in the order below: treat to the past to escape the realiturpriseaffirms my dismal conclu-
o John S. GrayCentennial Cam- of the Arab inability to compete in the sion. Updated from the still-classified
paign: The Sioux War of 184{6he modern world. original written 30 years ago, this

Old Army Press, Fort Collins, CO, Peters describes the terroristsbook is intended as an introduction
1976), which is the best account ofmotivations and advocates their deto the role of strategic warning in
the campaign. struction because they are incapablmtelligence. As the subtitle sug-
o Ronald H. Nichols, edReno of negotiating. His uncompromising gests, the book is about strategic, not
Court of Inquiry: Proceedings of a assessment is well reasoned and nétdctical, warning, although Grabo
Court of Inquiry in the Case of Ma- without a positive side. He highlights does discuss tactical surprise. She
jor Marcus A. RendCuster Battle- successful Muslim nations and em-says that tactical warning is primarily
field Historical and Museum Asso- phasizes the criticality of their con-the concern of military units, not

ciation, Garryowen, MT, 1992). tinued success. He believes it is posntelligence agencies. Thus, the in-
o Sklenar,To Hell with Honor: sible for the Islamic world to adapt, tended audience for this book is in-
Custer and the Little Bighorn. compete, and embrace modernity. telligence analysts and the policy-

o Nichols, In Custer’s Shadow: In “Our Wars,” Peters discussesmakers they support.
Major Marcus Rend@The Old Army Operation Iraqi Freedom, excoriating Much of the book is too detailed
Press, Fort Collins, CO, 1999). those who look for defeat and whoto keep the interest of a general au
LTC Dennis K. Clark, USA, Retired, call every minor setback a slipperydience, but a careful reading An-

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas  slope to a Vietnamesque guagmireticipating Surprisewill more than

As a Coalition Forces plans officerrepay the effort. Intelligence insider
BEYOND BAGHDAD: Postmodern &nd commander during the war, IGrabo knows from experience the
War and Peace Ralph Peters, Stackpole Wish | would have had access to Peproblems of intelligence analysis and
Books, Mechanicsburg, PA, 2003, 368ters’ editorials just to know that therehas some ideas about how to fix
pages, $22.95. were voices of reason who underthem. Grabo worked for nearly 40

Ralph PetersBeyond Baghdad stood the nature of warfare. Petergears as an analyst and researcher
Postmodern War and Peac®the offers an optimistic view of ultimate for the Army and the Defense Intelli-
contemporary companion to his twovictory if we can only maintain a gence Agency.
earlier booksBeyond Terror: Strat- sense of perspective. The focus of the book is on na-
egy in a Changing Worl¢(5tackpole Peters provides a coherent, intional governments, not nonstate
Books, Mechanicsburg, PA, 2002),sightful, and hard-hitting perspec-actors. During the Global War on
and Fighting for the Future: Will tive. His confidence in America as aTerrorism and crises on the Korean
America Triumpl{Stack-pole Books, historic and unstoppable engine ofpeninsula, in the Taiwan Strait, and
Mechanicsburg, PA, 1999). Thischange is refreshing and infectiousSouth Asia have the potential to be
book, which picks up where the oth-Peters comes to grips with the mindar more deadly than the operations
ers left off, includes a series of es-of the enemy and the timidity of theof al-Qaeda and other terrorist
says and editorials from the pre-1lpress and of Germany and France—groups. Because conflicts in these
September 2001 to the post-Operaeur erstwhile Allies. His message thatareas are likely to involve the United
tion Iraqi Freedom period. we will prevail is refreshing and all States and because the Chinese have

Peters divides the book into twotoo rare today. An engaging pagespoken openly about their intent to
sections, “Our Future” and “Our turner, the book provides usefulachieve surprise, Grabo's words are
Wars.” In “Our Future” he offers an analysis and opinions for anyoneworth studying. However, given
incisive, provocative, and highly op- engaged in the Global War on Terror-significant differences in how state

timistic series of opinions and view- jsm. and nonstate actors operate and the
points. His analysis is not politically LTC John R. Sutherland, USA, current U.S. effort against the latter,
correct. He pulls no punches and Fort Leavenworth, Kansas a discussion about warning of
spares no scared cows. nonstate attacks would have been

Peters’ observations are closely ) useful.
tied to those of international af'fairsANHCIPATING SURPRISE. Analy-

) . . : Grabo carefully pulls together the
and travel author Robert Kaplan. Likef;'fa;‘c’,f Jsgfﬁ‘t“i,%:f;a‘r’;’a}g’t‘;ﬂ%eﬁggﬂgg‘”g"ge military and political aspects of stra-

Kaplan, Peters believes that thewashington, DC, 2002, 175 pages, pricetegic warning and reminds her read-
world of the terrorist is the world of not available. ers that politics provides the context
frustrated failure. He agrees with fel-  In March 2001, in a short paper forfor interpreting military actions. She

low analyst Samuel Hunnington thata class at Harvard's John F. Kennedyliscusses the differences (and ten-
a clash of cultures exists, althoughSchool of Government, | wrote thatsions between) current, order of bat-
Peters frames the competing culturesmerican leaders are likely to awakertle, and indications intelligence. Grabo
differently and agrees with fellow re- one day to the shock of a surprisaralues the technical collection re-

gional observer Bernard Lewis thatattack. The professor affixed a shorsources available to U.S. intelligence,
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but cautions that they are limited infrom Pearl Harbor to the bloody “ordinary” men find it within them-
what they can tell the analyst. Techbattlefields of Vietham. Smith has in- selves to answer the highest call on
nical intelligence’s downside is thatterviewed a cross section of thosdhe battlefield.

it can lead to information overload who received America’s highest LTC James H. Willbanks,
during a crisis. honor: officers and enlisted men; USA, Retired, Ph.D., Fort
Grabo warns against expectingAfrican-Americans; Japanese-Ameri- Leavenworth, Kansas

too much precision in analytical con-cans; Hispanics and Caucasians; the
clusions. It is much easier to predicfamous and not so famous. His lisSiyow FREE CAN THE PRESS
that an enemy will attack, she writesjncludes former U.S. Senators DanieBE? randall P. Bezanson, University of
than it is to predict when the attackinouye and Bob Kerrey and lessetfiiinois Press, Champaign, 2003, 258
will begin. She points out that recentknown recipients like Rodolfo pages, $34.95.
strategic surprise has been succesbternandez of Colton, California, who How Free Can the Press Bg@es
ful because indications were misreacdn 31 May 1951, singlehandedlybeyond narrow topics such as mili-
or ignored, not because there werbroke up an enemy attack neatary-media mistrust, the public's right
no indications. Wontong-ni, Korea, being grievously to know versus operational security,
| have two reservations aboutwounded in the process. and the pros and cons of embedding
the book. First, it will be of lim-  Sacrifice and duty are commonreporters in units. This slim volume
ited value unless it provokes anathemes of these stories. The recipiexplores the purposes and limits of
lysts and policymakers to developents made the ultimate commitmenthe First Amendment’s guarantee of
increased mental agility and be moreto country and buddies. They mod-freedom of the press.
open to the unexpected. Surprisestly claim they are not special; Leading First Amendment scholar
depends as much on self-deceptiohowever, their deeds were clearlyRandall P. Bezanson has produced a
as it does on the enemy’s actionsspecial—above and beyond the calstimulating and admirably even-
Second, Grabo should expand heof duty—in dangerous, life-threaten-handed book that could not be more
brief discussion of the importance ofing situations. They all insist they timely, given the grave dangers ex-
understanding our adversaries, parwere not Medal of Honor “winners” isting in our post-11 September 2001
ticularly the difficulty Americans but merely “recipients” of the medal world and the simultaneous expan-
have with this. representing those with whom theysion and ubiquity of media and in-
The book also needs to addresserved. formation.
cross-cultural issues. Our future en- Smith provides a brief scene-set- This book is like a Constitutional
emies are more likely to be dissimilarting narrative that puts each Medalaw seminar about nine court cases
to us than similar, to understand Surof Honor recipient’s actions in his- that run the gamut from the Penta-
Tzu better than Carl von Clausewitz torical context. He then lets eachgon Papers to hometown editors’ tra-
and to show little regard for the lawssoldier tell his story in his own vails with local politicians to a human
of war. Military action will be but one words. The stories reveal how seemeannonball who charged that televi-
aspect of a multidimensional strat-ingly ordinary men rise to accomplishsion coverage of his act threatened
egy. Tactical surprise will be commonextraordinary, often almost superhu-his earning power. Through these
and strategic surprise possible. In anan, feats in combat vignettes, Bezanson, who writes
world where the United States is the The Medal of Honor recipient’'s highly entertaining, plain English, il-
sole superpower, surprise is the onlphotos and citations accompanyluminates vexing questions of execu-
thing that gives our adversaries aeach interview. Pulitzer Prize-winning tive privilege, privacy, truth and fair-
fighting chance. photojournalist Eddie Adams, whoness, fact and opinion, and media
CH (COL) Douglas McCready, took the famous photo of Generalintrusiveness. He offers no solutions,
ARNG, Dexheim, Germany Nguyen Ngoc Loan executing a Vietbut he equips readers to draw their
Cong suspect in the head during thewn conclusions.
BEYOND GLORY: Medal of Honor 1968 Tet Offensive, took the photo- Most American journalists, like

Heroes in Their Own Words, Larry graphs. members of the U.S. military, regard
Smith, W.W. Norton, New York, 2003,  Although the book does not con-themselves as professionals, servic-
320 pages, $26.95. tain much in-depth analysis, this ising bedrock, fundamental values. For

The Medal of Honor was estab-not a shortcoming. The Medal ofthe former, these include truth and an
lished in 1862 and only 3,410 indi- Honor recipients are eloquent, andnformed public; for the latter, the
viduals have received it, many oftheir interviews require no elabora-twin beacons of mission accomplish-
those posthumously. Today, therdion. The stories are articulate andnent and the welfare of the troops.
are approximately 140 living recipi- thought provoking, and provide Bezanson makes it plain that mem-
ents from World Wars | and Il and insight into the backgrounds, bers of the news media run the gamut
the Vietnam war. thoughts, feelings, and memories ofrom the highly capable and honor-

Veteran editor and journalist Larry these uncommonly brave men. Thisable to the incompetent and dishon-
Smith, formerly with theNew York is oral history at its best, and lest. It is only fair to assume that the
TimesandParade,interviewed sev- strongly recommend this book tosame qualities apply to government
eral Medal of Honor recipients andanyone interested in the subjects obfficials and military leaders. Both
put together 24 firsthand accountscourage and valor under fire and howthe media and military have institu-
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tional imperatives—whether rev- agrees with PJ recommendationsThe United States imposed its
enues and ratings, funding and selfthat officer is cast as a fool. No oneworldview on its allies and everyone
protection. Bezanson points out thats exempt from Hirsh's prejudice— benefited. Clark’s vision of the future,
the First Amendment is not an absoArmy officers, Special Operations however, is a return to the past. Clark
lute standard, but part of a Constituleaders, and marines. Hirsh insults a@lso talks of environmental steward-
tion that also grants important re-Army staff officer for not having ship, providing for the disadvan-
sponsibilities and authority to the combat experience and six pages latégged at home, and other issues on
government. abuses the same officer by askingthe liberal agenda.

The Constitution, famously de- “Did no one on the general staff Clark’s book, Which.is too super-
scribed as “an invitation to conflict,” study the history of the valley beforeficial to serve as ser|ous.analy5|_s,
requires the balancing of compet-committing American forces?” falls short as an expression of his
ing values, interests, and duties Hirsh should have concentratedvision for the future, and fails to
when determining the extent andon telling the tale of the brave menspecify where he would lead the
limits of press freedontiow Free and women of the pararescue teark/nited States, other than back to the
Can the Press Bef a thought- instead of maligning those who did 900d old days.” Clark does not

provoking book that makes readersot agree with them. have a problem with preemption, but
reflect on this. LTC Jeffrey J. Gudmens, USA, he wants the military to be used only
COL Alan Cate, USA, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas as a last resort. A retired four-star
Carlisle, Pennsylvania general, Clark is more cautious, as

most generals are, about how re-
) . WINNING MODERNWARS: Irad,  sources are used, because he knows
NONE BRAVER: U.S. Air Force  Terrorism, and the American Empire, it ig costly to create the modern
Pararescuemen in the War on Terror- Wesley K. Clark, PublicAffairs, New Idi
ism, Michael Hirsh, New American Li- York, 2003, 240 pages, $25.00. soldier. ' _ _
brary, New York, 2003, 320 pages, Before aborting his Campaign for Like Clark’s Candldacy, his book

$24.95. _ the Democratic presidential nomi_falls to realize its potential. Although
Having read many history and

- interesting and easy to read, it adds
theory books, occasionally | like to cv?gt%r{/’wﬁrigerao\éveﬁl?Xla}é'lrglarkIittle to the debate over where the

pick up a book that simply clears th erTorism agd the American %m— United States should be heading and
mind and cleanses the palate. This.~ h" hh o ti nothing on how to get there. Those
was my intent when | picked up P''é: [N Which he assesses Uperalioleqying a new vision for the future

Michael Hirsh'sNone Braverwhich Iraqi Freedom as a glorious victor

for America. No di th Ywill need to look elsewhere.
tells the story of U.S. Air Force 'Of AMerica. No disagreement there. John H. Barnhill, Ph.D.,
Pararescuemen (PJs) conducting op:

e contends that the victory was Yukon, Oklahoma
erations in Afghanistan as part of the!u€ more to a 30-year process of
Global War on Terrorism.

overcoming the failings of Viet- FLASH POINT NORTH KOREA:

The PJs, whose motto is “thatgamh?haﬂ o [esil-denbe-'eorge W-The Pueblo and EC-121 Crisesich-
others may live,” is an elite group of PUSN'S administration. Using weap-, ;" Mobley, Naval Institute Press, An-
airmen who conduct downed aircrenPns p_rocur,ed by former President, . jis "Mb. 2003, 216 pages, $29.95.
recovery and medical evacuations irPill Clinton’s administration, troops  Richard A. Mobley'sFlash Point
the most difficult situations. They go rolled largely unimpeded to victory North Korearolled off the press just
through an exhaustive selection proafter victory with an easy entry into a5 North Korea (NK) was once again
cess and rigorous training that in-Baghdad. There the operation fellproving intransigent in international
cludes basic airborne; high-altitude,apart, as the current administratiorhegotiations by protesting legitimate
low-opening parachute techniquedailed to follow plans developed y S, intelligence-gathering activities.
(HALO); scuba; and extensive medi-since the Cold War. North Korea’s current behavior par-
cal training. The PJs do “hard mis- According to Clark, the war was allels that of 35 years ago when it
sions” and have lost at least five airnot a good idea. Operation Iragiattacked the USBuebloand an EC-
men in operations so far. They have-reedom diverted scarce resourceg,21M, an American surveillance air-
earned several medals, including ongoney, intelligence, Special Forcescraft. Both are subjects of Mobley's
Air Force Cross. and attention from Afghanistan to book.

None Braverelates the PJ's mis- Irag. The war also alienated Allies  Numerous accounts of tiRueb-
sions in Afghanistan including air- needed to fight terrorism. It reflectedlo’s capture have been published;
crew recoveries, a HALO jump into the unilateralism of the Bush admin-however, considerably less has been
a mine-field to save a seriouslyistration; Clark sees unilateralism ageleased about the EC-121M's shoot
wounded Special Operations soldierpad. down. Dividing his book between
and action in Operation Anaconda. Clark begins his description of thethe two crises, Mobley has made a

Hirsh suffers from a kind of American empire with a historical major contribution in his account of
“Stockholm Syndrome,” however, assurvey of U.S. hegemony afterthe military’s diplomatic policy-
one of the first journalists embeddedWorld War Il. The empire relied on a making processes.
with a military unit. He is enamored system of alliances, the United Na- Several serious problems within
with the PJs, and if any officer dis-tions, and economic cooperationthe U.S. military, intelligence, and
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diplomatic communities stand out. Attion that would lead to his promotion bright vision of a “thousand-year-old
the time of thePuebloincident, the as general in chief. Here too, Uniondream” of independence—one they
United States knew little about NK General William T. Sherman learnedwould eventually turn into Tudj-
leadership other than that its action®f the advantages gained by sepaman’s war plan. Hockenos admirably
were unpredictable. America’s risk rating his army from its base of sup-describes Gojko Susak as the key
assessment was deficient, and itplies. personality in this process. A
forces were not fully prepared to ex- The importance of the Vicksburg Croatian-Canadian pizza maker, Susak
ecute timely retaliatory operations. siege can be seen in Presidentaunched himself into a brief, stellar

The downing of the EC-121M pre- Abraham Lincoln and Confederatewartime career as Tudjman’s chief
sented different challenges for thePresident Jefferson Davis’s attentiorweapons buyer, largely on the
North Koreans. Because of the EC1o it. Neither the Union nor the Con-strength of the diaspora support net-
121M’s destruction, no physical rem-federacy held any misconceptionswvork he mobilized at Croatia’s criti-
nants existed for North Korea toabout what the loss of Vicksburgcal moment.
flaunt and no reports of military cap-would mean to their respective coun- Hockenos’s story of the Serbian
tives galvanized the American pub-tries. diaspora’s involvement in the Yugo-
lic. NK media immediately informed ~ The book’s one major shortcom-slav breakup wars is a tragi-comedy
the world that it had shot down aning is it's stated goal—*“for students of errors. With the full backing of
American plane, but because of a lackf battles and campaigns to in-Serbia’s institutional apparatus,
of evidence, America’s response wasorporate nonmilitary themes inmost notably the “Serbianized”
slow and muted. Mobley points outtheir accounts” and to view “military Yugoslav People’s Army, Serb sepa-
that the U.S. military had not prepareccampaigns by looking beyond theratists in Bosnia and nationalists in
contingency plans for striking NK air- battlefield and the headquarters tenKosovo needed little in the way of
fields. to the wider political and social con-war support.

The overriding American consid- text within which these campaigns Nonetheless, certain memorable
eration was to avoid resumption of aunfolded. . . .” Here the authorsdiaspora figures stepped forward to
full-scale war on the Korean penin-failed. With the exception of a few try to persuade the world of the just-
sula. The Department of Defensediary entries, Shea and Winschehess of Serbia’s military causes in the
suspended its Peacetime Aerial Reignore civilians, slaves, free blacks,1990s. New York's City University
connaissance Program worldwideand foot soldiers, focusing insteachistory professor Radmila Milenti-
enraging President Richard M. Nixon. on the military histories of generalsjevic left her job and home in 1989 to

Mobley observes that “[North and battles. attend Milosevic’s infamous rally at
Korea] remains a complex and ob- Shea and Winschel detail the comKosovo and ended up his minister of
scure entity. It will almost certainly plexity of a multiforce campaign, and information—the chief apologist of
continue to provide foreign policy resist the urge to glorify land battlesSerbia’s war policies. Milentijevic led
surprises for the United States ancht the expense of naval operationshe propaganda machine that claimed
the Republic of Korea.” Readers wanting a more completehat Serb forces did not commit

I highly recommend this skillfully look into the lives of the people whoatrocities in Bosnia and, later, that
crafted and superbly documentedshaped the Nation will have to lookthey had done so only in response

book. The notes and referencesglsewhere. to worse atrocities committed against
which run 30 pages, are in them- SSG Matthew D. Nedrow, USA, Serbs. Milentijevic eventually became
selves a treasure. Bellefonte, Philadelphia an object of ridicule even among
LTC Douglass P. BaconUSA, Serbs for her slavish loyalty to
Retired, Niceville, Florida HOMELAND CALLING: Exile Pa- Milosevic. , .
triotism and the Balkan Wars, Paul Hockeno's exploration of the Al-

VICKSBURG IS THE KEY: The Hockenos, Cornell University Press, banian diaspora’s influence on Kos-
Struggle for the Mississippi River, Ithica, NY, 2003, 320 pages, $27.95.  OVO IS the most far reat;hmg_ and im-
william L. Shea and Terrence J. Winschel, With Homeland Calling: Exile pressive of the discussionsHiome-
University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, Patriotism and the Balkan Wars land Calling perhaps because the
2003, 256 pages, $35.00. Paul Hockenos focuses critical attenAlbanians were most successful of

William Shea and Terrence tion on the role the Balkan diasporaall the region’s émigré communities
Winschel'sVicksburg is the Key: played in fomenting and fighting thein advancing nationalist agendas.
The Struggle for the Mississippiwars in Yugoslavia in the 1990s.  The Albanian diaspora maintained a
Riveris an easily readable narrative Diaspora patriotism was at theshadow government of Kosovo for
that highlights the American Civil heart of Croatian leader Franjol0 years, formed a proactive lobby in
War’s Federal campaign to controlTudjman’s decisionmaking through- America, raised hundreds of millions
the Mississippi River. While often out the late 1980s as he prepared hisf dollars, and built an army from
overshadowed by the Battle ofrepublic for a separatist war. While hescratch whose guerrilla accomplish-
Gettysburg, Vicksburg was no lessfaced bleak times at home, a networknents led to NATO'’s 1999 interven-
important. Here Union General of Croatian émigrés in Canada,tion and the ouster of Serbian forces
Ulysses S. Grant earned the reputaAmerica, and Australia nursed thefrom Kosovo.
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Hockenos combines investigative WAR AND FILM IN AMERICA: of American life over the past 60
journalism and historical analysis Historical and Critical Essays Marilyn  years.
to produce a timely exposé. HisJ. Matelski and Nancy Lynch Street, eds., MAJ Michael A. Boden, USA,
accounts of prominent émigré per-',\\l"é'zzrc')ggd 281800;“%2”3;;3';‘6‘6 Jefferson, Hohenfels, Germany
sonalities stand on their narrative ap- ’ pages, Sockl

eal alone independent of their sub: Amenica’s love affair with Holly-
peal Indep ! = SUDwood and films is reflected in the JORDAN IN TRANSITION 1990-
stantial political and military signifi-

cance military community in conversations 200Q George Joffe, ed., Palgrave Press,
Homeland Callingeven exceeds 220Ut Pig screen depictions of waiew York, 402 pages, 2002, $69.95.
the scope Hockenos envisionedand its Qondltlons. Editors Marilyn J.  Because itis Irag’s Iargest trading
While he dwells on the political and \ateiski and Nancy Lynch Streets partner, the Hashemite Kingdom of
cultural implications of the diasporas’ War and F|I_rr_1 in America; Histori- Jordan matters in the complex diplo-
failures to internalize the liberal, tol- cal and Critical Essayxplores macy and military posturing of the
erant values of their host coun’tries'A‘menca’S relationship wath war mov- Middle East.Jordan in Transition
he also provides practical lessons OESZ The_(_:ontrlbutoys, none of t_hem1990-2000c0mpares Jordan with
warfare for the military commander in 2Ctive military, provide insights into World War | and Il-era Belgium. Hos-
the age of globalization movie themes from the end of Worldtile regimes coveted Jordan’s territory
Diaspora communities tend to ex-War Il through the Cold War to the while on their way EO invading or
pand their rear area of operations ipresent. . sirilang Israel. Jordan’s stability is im-
any conflict to wherever it contrib- . 1€ Global War on Terrorism mostportant to maintaining peace in the
utes to combat functions. Croatian"fluénces this book. While there isregion. ,
and Albanian diasporas accom-N° single overrldlng prend of analy- Nineteen schola_rs write about the
plished key tasks of command andlS: the specter of living in a post-11domestic, economic, social, and po-
control, training, and logistics in ar- eptember 2001 world is prevalentlitical changes Jordan has faced in
eas far removed from the front lines | 1€ focus on contemporary condi-the last decade (1990-2000). Markus
It is quite new to see support func-ioNs dominates the last few chapter8ouillon of Oxford University exam-
tions dispersed in such a way. where the authors’ attention is onines the careful k_)alancmg act that
Armies usually train and organize témes of American heroism andKing Abdullah 1, King Hussein, and
away from the fight, but what is new identity, examining such movies asthe current monarch, King Abdullah
is the geographic location of thoseTU€ Lies(Twentieth Century Fox II, have undertaken to maintain their
functions with the worldwide foot- DVP. 2003), Patriot Games(Para-  independence from hostile dictator-
prints of diaspora communities. Alsomount Home Video, 2003), arar. ships like those in Syria and Iraq.
notable is the speed and stealth witfptrangelove, or: How I Learned to Jordan nearly lost its identity to
which diaspora support can be transtop Worrying and Love the BombEgyptian leader Gamal Abdul-Nas-
lated into combat power, as the(Culver City, CA: Columbia Tri-Star, ser and to uncontrollable Palestinian
Croatians and Kosovar Albanians2001). Historical events are central inkiberation Organization fighters.
demonstrated in building their armiesMany essays, such as the House Utiternally Jordan contends with a
from nothing, largely beneath theirAmerican Activities Committee hear- sizable Palestinian population as well
opponents’ intelligence radars.  iNgs chaired by Senator Joseplas tribes whose loyalties it guaran-
Homeland Callingalso illumi- McCarthy or the influence of scholartees through social and economic
nates the emerging significance ofoseph Campbell’s model of thebenefits. .
the commercialization of combat hero’s journey. King Hussein, brutally honest
arms and support functions. In 1994, This thought-provoking book will about Jordan’s economic vulnerabili-
Croatia secured the services of Mili-2Ppeal to movie fans as well as mili-ies, declared Jordan's bankruptcy
tary Professional Resources, Incorpolary professionals. Although the es-before the 1990 Arab Summit. To
rated, a commercial doctrine andS@ys share common biases and pebolster its Arab nationalist creden-
training provider, to solidify Croatia’s SPECtives, the authors’ opinions varytials before invading Kuwait, Iraq
position as an instrument of U.S.Significantly. The mixture of themes provided Jordan with 80 percent of
policy for ending the war in Serbia. includes Richard A. Kallan's essayits oil requirements, which might ex-
Commercialized combat supporton “duty and pride,” exemplified by plain why Jordan did not openly join
functions will be involved more and The Bridge on the River KwgCul-  an anti-Baghdad coalition.
more in the plans and operations o¥er City, CA: Columbia Tri-Star, ~Maen Nsour, a Jordanian econo-
nonstate actors as they seek uncor?000); a critical assessment of Johmist at the Ministry of Planning as-
ventional ways to increase their com-\Wayne and his emotionally-chargedsesses how fiscal constraints af-
bat power and to elude the vigilanceapproach to flmmaking; and two es-fected Jordan's national security. The
of their opponents. Commanders angays examining the way Cold Wargovernment is slowly trying to edu-
policymakers must accept this newproductions affected the Americancate the population of the fact that
commercial dimension of globalized social landscape. the. current welfare state cannot be
battlespace. The essays, which are solid, obmaintained, embraces efforts to liber-
Matthew W. Herbert, CACI,  jective, and interesting, show howalize the economy, and has signed
Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo the movies have fit into the spectrumFree Trade Agreements with the
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United States and the Europeammoderate Islamic parties might evencommonly thought to have main-
Union. Nsour worries that reforms tually impose on Jordan’s democrati-stream appeal, although it could ap-

could alienate a segment of the socieally elected government. peal to future Civil War buffs who

ety, driving them to become Islamists. LCDR Youssef H. Aboul-Enein, want to cut their teeth on the Mexi-
King Abdullah 1l has been inno- USN, Gaithersburg, Maryland can War.

vative in dealing with Islamist parties Hill's diary is incomplete. The edi-

in Jordan. Realizing the importance ofA FIGHTER EROM WAY BACK: tors fill in the blanks with speculative
giving the people a forum, he alsoThe Mexican War Diary of Lt. Daniel narrative, not poorly written, but not
warned that he would not toIerateHarvey Hill. 4th Artilleryl USA history per se either. The result is a
violence or attempts at CircUMVeNt-nahaniel Cheairs Hughes, Jr., and Timotruncated diary combined with the
ing Jordan’s constitution. He shutiy p. Johnson, eds., The Kent State UniSpeculative narrative of an artillery
down presses that he felt fomentedersity Press, OH, 2002, 231 pageslieutenant performing as an infantry
violence and recently kicked out Al- $39.00. lieutenant.
Jazeerah. As a result, nations like With the continuing popularity of A Fighter From Way Back: The
Egypt have taken a harsher Jorda€ivil War publications, it seems logi- Mexican War Diary of Lt. Daniel
nian-style approach, not distinguish-cal that the next step would be toHarvey Hill, 4th Artillery USAis a
ing between Islamic militants and publish tangentially-related material. good peek into the living conditions
less radical Islamic political groups. Thus it is that erstwhile Confederatepf 5 soldier from a different historical
In 1989, Algeria’s attempt to use King Daniel Harvey Hill's patchy Mexican period, but it cannot stand alone as
Abdullah’s methods resulted in aWar diary has been edited andy work on the Mexican War. As a
civil war. printed. supplement to give an inside view of
The book describes ways in which  While Hill's war diary is not unin- one soldier’'s experiences, it has
Arab nations can move toward a pluteresting or insignificant, one mustvalue, however.
ralistic political society and the fear question the motives of its release. David J. Schepp,
that Arab intellectuals have thatThe Mexican War itself is not a topic Fort Benning, Georgia
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